
702 South Orange Ave.     
PO Box 127 

Green Cove Springs, Florida  32043 
Phone: (904)284-9049   

E-mail: bpoe1892@bellsouth.net    

 
 Important Dates in October: 

 
 

  October 1  6 PM PER Meeting 

   7 PM Lodge Meeting 
 

  October 3  5 PM VP Visitation 

       at Orange Park 
 

  October 8  5:30 PM Orientation 

   6 PM House Meeting 

   7 PM BOD Meeting 
 

  October 15  7 PM Lodge Meeting 

       with Initiation 
 

  October 17  10:30AM Hoop Shoot 
 

  October 24  5 PM VP Visitation 

       at Gainesville  
 

 
 
 

Our Elk of the Month for October is Clyde 
Mixon.  Clyde has been a member of our 
lodge for 30 years, and he is one of our most 
active volunteers.  He helps with dinner on 
Tuesdays at Bingo, on Thursday meeting 
nights, he cooks and serves chicken strips 
and fries to our officers, committee members, 
and new members, and on Sundays, he and 
the rest of the Sunday crew, cook and serve 
the best food on the river each week!  Clyde 
was also a big part of our recent kitchen up-
date.  He painted the uncovered wall and 
helped reconfigure the shelves and cabinets 
to make better use of the space.  For these 
things and so much more,  thank you Clyde 
for making a difference in our lodge! 

Donations Needed 
 
Bags of individually wrapped candy are 
requested for the GCSPD annual Trunk 
or Treat.  Place in the box at the Lodge 
between October 1st and October 17th.    

Keeping Us Covered 
 
We hope you will support our Keeping Us 
Covered Campaign!  Donate $50 (or more) 
to our Lodge Roof fundraiser to have a per-
sonalized certificate of appreciation dis-
played at the Lodge and be entered for a 
chance to receive dinner for two.  A winner 
will be drawn from those who donate at the 
end of each month,   



Happy Fall Everyone!!  I hope you are all enjoying the start of autumn and that the cooler weather continues.   
 
We have a very busy month this October.  We have two VP Visitations this month celebrating our Northeast 
District VP, Becky Spence.  The first is at the Orange Park Lodge on Saturday, October 3rd, and the second is 
going to be at the Gainesville Lodge on Saturday, October 24th.  Both start at 5PM with cocktails and appetiz-
ers with dinner to follow at 6PM.  We are in competition with the other lodges in the district for the greatest 
attendance at each visitation with the winner getting $200 donated to Harry Anna for the winning lodge.  So far 
we have won the last two dinners, and we’d love to make it a clean sweep!  If you would like to attend, please 
sign up at the lodge or contact the lodge secretary.   
  
On Saturday, October 3rd at 9 AM we will also have members of the Clay County Fire and Rescue Department 
coming to the lodge to conduct a CPR/AED Training and Overdose Instruction.  If you would like to attend, 
please register on the lodge website at https://elksgcs1892.com. 
 
On Saturday, October 17th we will be holding our annual Hoop Shoot Contest at the Thomas Hogan Memorial 
Gym in Green Cove Springs.  Please see flyers in the newsletter for information about volunteering or how to 
sign up if you have children who would like to compete. 
 
We will end the month with our annual Halloween Dinner and Dance.  We hope to see you whether you come 
in costume or not.  It will be a fantastic night, and you don’t want to miss it.     
 
We are also kicking off our “Keeping Us Covered” roof repair fundraiser this month, and I hope you will con-
sider making a donation to this campaign.  It is a much needed project that is essential to our continued success. 
    
I wish you all a happy, healthy month, and may God bless you and your families. I look forward to seeing you 
at the lodge! 
 
Kristine Watson 
Exalted Ruler 
“Elks Make A Difference!” 
 
 
 



Happy Birthday from your Lodge!!   
Celebrate your birthday with a drink at the Lodge.  

 Visit the bar anytime during your birthday month and  
present your membership card for a  

COMPLIMENTARY BEVERAGE. 

  Attention Committee Chairpersons! 
It is your responsibility to submit activity reports for 
all Lodge Activities to the Lodge Secretary. 
 
 Turn receipts into the Secretary. 
 Use Payment Request form for Expenses. 
 Complete post Special Event & Data Collection 

Survey forms. 
 Report results to the Lodge at the next regular 

meeting after the event. 
 Prepare a brief narrative after action report. 

Don’t forget to give the Lodge Secretary all ad-
dress, email, phone, and name changes as soon as 
possible to make sure that you continue to receive 
the bulletin and any other special notices. 

Proposed: Heather Atkinson proposed by Melissa 
Chris, Colleen Baez proposed by Clyde Mixon, Dale 
Brickman proposed by Eric Thorsen, Kelly Dowdy 
proposed by Johnny Rasnake, Kristopher Kolacz pro-
posed by Eric Thorsen, Steve Lujan proposed by 
Laquetta Willimon, and Michael Wright proposed by 
Clyde Mixon 
Transfer of: Richard Martin from Palm Coast Lodge 
#2709 and Andrew Wolski from Winter Garden 
#2165 
Reinstatement: Chris Coyle and Victoria Zaenglein 

Initiated 9/17: Front Row: Tom Hanley, Pam Gaw, 
Kelly Dowdy, Amanda Cavlovich, Damien Jaudegis  
Back Row: Maureen Pelletier, Billy Gibbons, Ken 
Anderson, Jennifer Szala, Heather Atkinson  

 

Membership ID Required 
 
The Elks Lodge is a private club with social quarters providing 
food, liquor, and entertainment for the membership. For a 
member to enjoy the benefits of our Lodge, proof of current 
membership is required to enter the facility, to purchase food 
and beverages, and to participate in our drawings. 
 
There are guidelines from the State of Florida and the Elks 
Grand Lodge we must follow in order to maintain our licenses 
and charter. One of those being, only members are permitted to 
make purchases at our Lodge. We ask you to present your 
membership card to the bartender on duty prior to making your 
first purchase. Proof of membership is required to take part in 
the 50/50 raffle, Queen of Hearts, and other drawings we may 
have. Please cheerfully cooperate with our volunteers when 
they ask for your membership card. 
 
We appreciate your support and cooperation as we ask our bar-
tenders to verify your membership card upon entering the facil-
ity. 
 
Any member dropped for non-payment of dues shall not be 
permitted on the property. 

Digital Membership Cards 
 

All Members now have access to a Digital Membership Card.  This card is available to all Members 
in good standing and can be used as proof of Membership for any Lodge in the country.  All you need 
to do to access this card is to log into elks.org and create an online account.  You will need your mem-
bership number which is located on your card to set up your account.  Once you set up your online 
account you will see your digital card listed under your Member Profile.  Now even if you’ve lost 
your card or left it at home when you are traveling, you will always have access to your Membership 
Card.  



A Message from Your Board of Directors 

Every day, the Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge #1892 stands ready to support our community 
through its charitable works. That strength comes entirely from you, our members. Because you 
care, we can support our youth, honor our veterans, and maintain vibrant social quarters where 
lifelong friendships are made. 

To keep our Lodge thriving, our leadership team believes in complete transparency regarding 
what it takes to operate this lodge. Our annual dues are $137.00. Of this, $100.00 stays with our 
Lodge to fund daily operations, while $37.00 supports our Grand Lodge and State Association 
fees which we have to pay for each member on our rolls as of April 1, whether they have paid 
their dues or not. Even though we have over 700 members, almost 100 have not yet paid. Your 
dues provides a starting point of approximately $60,000.00 for the year. 

As a regular part of keeping our doors open and our social quarters welcoming, our monthly ex-
penses average: 

Food costs ($9,000.00), Beverage/Liquor ($4,000.00), Cleaning services ($1,200.00), operation-
al supplies ($625.00), Electricity ($1,500.00), Propane ($450.00), Garbage pick-up ($395.00), 
Internet/Phone/TV ($350.00), Pest control ($150.00), and Alarm monitoring ($34.35). 

Beyond these monthly costs we have annual commitments: 

Property, Workers’ Comp, and Officer insurance ($6,549.00), alongside City Stormwater fees of 
($2,100.00), and Semi-annual A/C and refrigeration service contracts ($900.00). 

We are required to contribute a Lodge donation to Harry-Anna Trust Fund of $12.00 per mem-
ber, with this year’s starting membership as of 4/1/2026 of 722 which brings our total for this 
year to $8664.00. 

To maintain our grant funding, we are asked to give $5.15 per member to the Elks National 
Foundation for a total this year of $3,718.30. 

Maintaining an active facility naturally brings unexpected events. Recently, our Lodge has expe-
rienced several necessary, unbudgeted expenses: 

$1,500.00 (to install 2 new sinks in the kitchen-completed), $5,000.00 (to install a new beer bot-
tle cooler at the bar-completed), and $6,000.00 (for a new A/C Unit-upcoming). 

While we manage our daily expenses carefully, we have reached a critical crossroads with the 
very roof over our social quarters. For years, we have successfully patched the leaks, but it has 
come to the point that patching is no longer a viable option. 

To protect our interior, our kitchen, and the space where we gather, we must completely replace 
the roof at an estimated cost of $22,000.00. Because this falls outside our standard operating 
budget, we are launching the “Keeping Us Covered” campaign. This is an urgent need, and we 
are looking to the generosity of the Green Cove Springs Elks. No donation is too small, please 
consider donating to the “Keeping Us Covered” campaign. 



Heroes Day was celebrated by hosting over 35 First Re-
sponders as guests of the Lodge on September 9th for 
Burgers with the Brave. Thanks to our hard-working 
burger crew and to all the Members in attendance who 
helped show support and appreciation for our local first 
responders.   

Bingo News 
 
Tuesday Charity Bingo continues 
to support our local community. 
Recent donations were presented to 
Clay County Early Literacy Pro-
gram, Project Chance, Police Ath-
letic League Cheerleading Team, 
and the Camp Blanding Military 
Museum. 

Our Lodge used part of the ENF Gratitude 
Grant to support Veterans and first responders 

through the programs of K9s for Warriors and 
the GCSPD Station  Dog.  Lodge Members and 

Guests had the opportunity to hear information 
from K9s for Warriors representatives Nik, 

Amanda, and Carol, as well as Officer Lee 
from GCSPD, and meet therapy dogs Lazer, 
Princess Leia, and Bubbles.   

On Saturday, August 29, Green Cove Springs Elks 
Lodge #1892 hosted a Blood Drive in partnership 
with OneBlood, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) commu-
nity asset responsible for providing safe, available, 
and affordable blood. Thanks to the generosity of 
our Lodge members and community, 6 units of 
blood were collected toward OneBlood’s goal of 8.  



On Tuesday, August 25, Trustee Jennifer Parker, PER 
and Entertainment Committee Chair Patsy Weston vis-
ited the Episcopal Children’s Services GCS Head Start 
Center to read picture books about Friendship to the 
pre-K students! As part of the visit, each child received 
a copy of the book A Splendud Friend Indeed by Su-
zanne Bloom. This program is being offered in partner-
ship with Head Start throughout the 2026-2027 school 
year and is funded by a Beacon Grant. 

On Friday, August 28,Officer Josh 
Lee of the Green Cove Springs Po-
lice Department joined us at the 
Lodge for an informative presenta-
tion on “How to Spot a Scam.” Of-
ficer Lee provided practical guidance 
on identifying common scams and 
avoiding fraud. He concluded the 
presentation with an engaging Q&A 
session with our members and 
guests.  



See ER Kristine Watson for tickets for the 
Northeast District Poker Tournament. 



2026-2027 Committee Chairpersons 
 
Accident Prevention Laquetta Willimon 

Americanism  Mary Bolla  
Audit & Accounting Betsy Rosam 

Bar Manager  Gale Klopfenstein 
Bingo Chairman        Ed Weston, PDDGER  
Board of Directors Greg Hughson, Sr., PDDGER 
Building & Maint.         

Community Activities   Tracy Carroll, PER 

Drug Awareness        Kristine Watson  
Elks Memorial Day   Chair Officers 

Elks Scholarship        Kristine Watson  
Elks Training            Kristine Watson  
ENF                           Kristine Watson  
Entertainment             Patsy Weston 

Flag Day                     Chair Officers 

Fraternal Committees  Kristine Watson  
Govt Relations            Jennifer Parker, PER 

Harry-Anna Trust        David Miller 

Hoop Shoot                  Stuart Williams, Jr. 
Hospital Visitation        Cathy Sanders 

House Committee      Eric Thorsen 

Investigation               Diane Watson 

Kitchen Manager Pat Buerhaus 
Lapsed Membership   Diane Watson 

Lodge Scholarship     Pam Fore 

Lodge Activities           Tracy Carroll, PER 

Lodge Advisor            Garfield Hurt, PDDGER 

Membership              Diane Watson 

Newsletter                Kristine Watson 

Orientation               Tracy Carroll. PER 

PER Association        Ed Weston, PDDGER  
Public Relations        Tracy Carroll, PER 

Relief                        Lodge Officers 

Veterans                   Rick Kunze, PER 

Youth                    Wendy Hughson 
 

Please contact a committee 
 chairperson if you are interested in helping.  

(904)284-9049 Lodge 
 

        Officers for 2026-2027          
Exalted Ruler - Kristine Watson  
Leading Knight - David Miller 
Loyal Knight - Stuart Williams Jr. 
Lecturing Knight - Ray Rosam Jr. 
Secretary - Diane Watson 
Treasurer - Ed Weston, PDDGER 
Esquire - Tracy Carroll, PER 
Chaplain - Cathy Sanders 
Tiler - Renee Taylor 
Inner Guard - Sharon Elizabeth 
5 Yr Trustee - Jennifer Parker, PER 
4 Yr Trustee - Laquetta Willimon 
3 Yr Trustee - Gregg Taylor 
2 Yr Trustee - Al Williams, PER 
1 Yr Trustee - Greg Hughson, Sr., PDDGER 

District Leaders 
 

 District VP: Becky Spence      DDGER: Alise Taylor-Sindab  
          (352)224-8539                                 (847)682-2987  
bspence.hillman@gmail.com               sindabat@outlook.com  
 

 
Maryse Andre 
Jim Arnold 
Sherry Auld 
Earl Barnhart 
Denise Beauchamp 
Neil & MaryJo Beefelt 
Jacqueline Bernard 
William Bland 
Mary Bolla  
Carlos Brooks 
David Burkhalter 
Jeannie Calhoun 
Tracy Carroll 
Bill Charleston 
Quamie Cole 
James Cook 
Dorothy Degeneffe 
Tom Dorsky 
Marsha Fields 
Milton Finney 
Bentley Fishel 
Tina Fishel 
Thomas Flatter 
Bruce Fox 
Robert Goodbread 
Jodie Graves 
David Gutzwiller 
Larry Hanline 
Bill Harwood 
Paul Haught 
Linda Henning 
Greg Hughson Sr. 
Michael Jackson 
Scott Joseph 
Keith Kirker 
Steve Kirker 
Gale Klopfenstein 
Nancy Klopfenstein  
 

 
Penny Kunze 
Rick Kunze 
Lisa Lowe 
Donald MacGregor 
Jim Martin 
Mike McNaney 
Cheryl Michaels 
Gary Miller 
Donald Moore 
George Morat 
Janet Morse 
Sharon Murphy 
Steve Nelson 
Cheryle Newman 
Dan Norton 
George Platt 
Gail Potter 
Edward Poucher 
James Rae 
Bob Reeder 
Gene Rittenhouse 
Robie Robertson 
Gene Russin 
Cathy Sanders 
Frank Smith 
Robert  Spann 
James Stricklen 
Ed Szymanski 
Lewis Taylor 
William Taylor 
Eric Thorsen 
Jay Veronko 
Diane Watson 
Kristine Watson 
Ed Weston  
Patsy Weston 
Stuart Williams Jr. 
Robin Wiscovitch 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

5:30 –6:30PM 
BURGERS  

$10.00 

 

 
 
 
 

5:30 –6:30PM 
BURGERS      

$10.00 

 
Chicken Strips  $7 

 
 

Lodge Meeting &   
Initiation 7:00PM 

5:30 –6:30PM 
BURGERS 

$10.00       

 
 
 
 
 

 
Early Birds 6:00PM 

Regular Games 
6:30PM 

Early Birds 6:00PM 
Regular Games 

6:30PM 

Early Birds 6:00PM 
Regular Games 

6:30PM 

 
 

Lodge Closed 

Porterhouse 
Pork Chops 

6:00 PM    $15 

Early Birds 6:00PM 
Regular Games 

6:30PM 

Football Sunday 

Fried Catfish, 
Boom-Boom 

Shrimp, Philly 
Cheesesteak,  
& More $10 

2-6 PM 

 
Hoop Shoot  

10:30 AM 
 
 

Fish & Shrimp  $12       
4:30 - 6:30   

 
 

Bar Closed 
 
 

PER Meeting 6:00 PM 
Lodge Meeting 7:00PM 

 

 
Steak Night  

6:00PM    $18 
Presentation  
by GCSPD 

following dinner. 

Football Sunday 

Fried Catfish, 
Boom-Boom 

Shrimp, Philly 
Cheesesteak,  
& More $10 

2-6 PM 

 
 

Hot Dogs & Fries 
6:00 PM    $6 

Please visit our website (https://elksgcs1892.com/)  for the most up to date information. 

Football Sunday 

Fried Catfish, 
Boom-Boom 

Shrimp, Philly 
Cheesesteak,  
& More $10 

2-6 PM 

Football Sunday 

Fried Catfish, 
Boom-Boom 

Shrimp, Philly 
Cheesesteak,  
& More $10 

1-6 PM 

AED/CPR  
Training 9 AM 

 
VP Visitation 

at Orange Park 5PM 
 

Fish & Shrimp $12 
4:30 - 6:30   

 
 
 
Roasted Turkey & 

Sides 
6:00 PM     $14 

 
 
 

Chicken Strips  $7 
 

Orientation 5:30PM 
House Meeting 6:00PM 
BOD Meeting 7:00PM 

 

 
Bar/Kitchen Closed 

 
Bourbon  and 

Whiskey Society 
Meeting 6 PM 

5:30 –6:30PM 
BURGERS      

$10.00 
     
 
 

 
 

Meatloaf 
& sides 

6:00 PM    $14 
 

 
Fish & Shrimp $12 

4:30 - 6:30   

    Fish & Shrimp $12    
4:30 - 6:30   

 
 

VP Visitation 
at Gainesville 5PM 

 
 


